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Narrative written by Cheryl Magrini for Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary.
Written for three readers in reader's theater performance style.

© Narrative Cheryl T. Magrini 2001

NARRATIVE FOR "JEREMIAH"
N.B. Note that a dash between two numbers means "and." Example: R 1-3 means readers l and 3.

Narrative nº 1: before The Reluctant Prophet
(Jer. 1:4-10) Time: 1 minute

Reader 1: Nations engage in power struggles over land. People are treated as pawns in their 
leaders' cruel games. Desolation. War. Immorality. Hearts are closed to the voice of God. Even 
as humankind turns away once again,  God is  faithful.  God calls  upon chosen messengers to 
speak urgently, passionately,

R 2-3: "Repent! Repent and receive forgiveness."

R 2: Hear now of God's faithfulness, revealed in history, which speaks Truth to us today.

R 3: ln the ancient Near East,  in the late 7th century, the Assyrian empire had lost its power. 
Egypt and Babylon, now the two dominating world powers, battle for supremacy with Judah as 
prize. Growing into boyhood in this political and religious turmoil, is the son of Hilkiah, of the 

priests of Anathoth, northeast of Jerusalem. In the 13th year of the reign of King Josiah of Judah, 
the Lord called Hilkiah's son.

R 1-2: [Look up.] The son is Jeremiah.

(Song: The Reluctant Prophet)
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Music and Harm. Osvaldo D. Vena

Music by Osvaldo Vena, Copyright 1999 © Nander Novaes Editions, 2016

Score

Vocal Arr.: Tércio B. Junker

(Jeremiah 1:4-10)

Piano Arr. and Score Edition: Nander Novaes
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1. The Reluctant Prophet
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1. The Reluctant Prophet
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Narrative nº 2: before The Frustrated Prophet
(Jer. 5:1-2, 11; 7:1-7; 9:1-3) Time: 2 minutes

R3: Judah is a corrupt nation to its very core. Is there no faithful person in the land? God has 
promised pardon for Jerusalem if even one faithful person can be found.

R2: Jeremiah desperately searches among the poor and the rich for just one righteous person. 
To no avail, not one is found. ldolatry. Adultery. The house of Israel and the house of Judah 
have been utterly faithless to God.

R1: Hear this word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord.

R2: Stand in the gate of the Lord's house, and there proclaim this word saying,

R3: Hear the word of the Lord, all you people of Judah, You that enter these gates to worship 
the Lord. Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel:

R2-3: [Slight build in volume.] Amend your ways and your doings, and let me dwell with you 
in this place.

R1: For if you truly amend your ways and your doing,

R2: if you truly act justly one with another,

R3: if you do not oppress the alien, the orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent
blood in this place,

R1: and if you do not go after other gods to your own hurt,

All: [Loudest and strongest point.] then I will dwell with you in this place, in the Iand that I 
gave of old to your ancestors forever and ever.

R3: Jeremiah's words of warning and judgement fall on hearts of stone. There is however, one 
lone heart that burns with despair at the apostasy of Judah. The prophet Jeremiah Iaments for 
the faithlessness of the people.

(Song: The Frustrated Prophet)
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Narrative nº 3: before The Deceived Prophet
(Jer. 20:7-12) Time: 2 minutes

R1: ln the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem, Jeremiah proclaims the words of the 
Lord:

R2-3: So shall you be my people, and I will be your God, that I may perform the oath that I 
swore  to  your  ancestors,  to  give  them a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  as  at  this  day. 
(11:1-5)

R2: The  house  of  lsrael  and  the  house  of  Judah  refuse  to  heed  Jeremiah's  warnings.  The 
people  devise  plots  against  him.  He is  taunted  and threatened.  God forbids  Jeremiah from 
offering the prophet's intercession for the people. (11:14-17)

R1: A  drought  brings  devastation  to  the  land.  Cisterns  remain  empty.  Fields  lie  barren.  ln 
desperation,  the  people  cover  their  heads  and acknowledge  their  wickedness.  They  call  to 
the Lord:

ALL: Remember us and do not break your covenant with us. (14)

R2: And yet the nation forsakes the Lord. They make offerings to idols. The blood of innocent 
children is spilled in burnt offerings to Baal. The valley is no longer called Topheth but the 
valley of Slaughter. The judgement of the Lord is at hand and the nation is condemned. (19)

R3: The Lord instructs Jeremiah to buy a potter's earthenware jug and take it to the entrance 
of the Potsherd Gate with the elders and senior priests. He faithfully follows God's command 
and speaks the words of the Lord. (19)

R3: With feet  planted solidly,  Jeremiah slowly raises  the potter's  jug high overhead.  As  the 
jug is hurled at the dry ground, Jeremiah shouts to the cities,

All: [Strongly] "Thus says the Lord of hosts: So will I  break this people and this city, as one 
breaks a potter's vessel, so that it can never be mended." (19:10-11)

R2: Jeremiah's words are vile and accusing against the leaders. He is beaten and thrown into 
prison. Upon his release, he speaks the prophecy that the foe from the north, Babylon, will 
bring about the destruction of Judah and the people of Judah will be exiled to Babylon.

R1: The  frustration  and  desolation  Jeremiah  feels  in  his  entire  body  and  sou!  overwhelms 
him. (20: 1-6)

(Song: The Deceived Prophet)
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Narrative nº 4: before The Hopeful and Joyful Prophet
(Jer. 20:13) Time: less than 1 minute

R3: Despite persecution and imprisonment, Jeremiah is confident in the faithfulness and 
strength of God as protector of the low and needy peoples.

R1: God has delivered the life of the needy from the hands of the evildoers. God is faithful.

[Rapidly here.]
R2: Sing to the Lord!

R3: Praise to the Lord!

All: Sing! Shout! Praise!

(Song: The Hopeful and Joyful Prophet)
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Music & Harm.: Osvaldo D. Vena

Music by Osvaldo D. Vena, Copyright 1999 © Nander Novaes Editions, 2016

Score

Vocal Arr.: Tércio B. Junker

(Jeremiah 20:13)

Piano Arr. and Score Edition: Nander Novaes
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Narrative nº 5: before The Utterly Depressed Prophet
(Jer 20:14-18) Time: less than 1 minute

R2: As a youth, although unsure of his abilities to serve as a prophet, Jeremiah did indeed 
answer the call of God, speaking the words of the Lord faithfully.

R1: Judah, oh Judah! Why do you continue in your wicked ways? Why do you not repent? 
Hear the words of the Lord! Repent!

R3: Jeremiah suffers for his life and his heart is torn apart at Judah's rejection of God. 
Jeremiah's very soul is in anguish.

(Song: The Utterly Depressed Prophet)
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Narrative nº 6: before A Song of Lament
(Lamentations 1:1-11) Time: 1 minute

R1: The political power struggles of the nations of the ancient Near East continue. The 
Babylonian empire gains strength with the defeat of Egypt at Carchemish in 605 BCE. Soon 
after, Judah is conquered and becomes part of the Babylonian Empire.

R2: ln 597 the weak King Jehoiakim of Judah leads an unsuccessful revolt against the 
Babylonian rulers. The failure to overcome the Babylonian rule results in the artisans, soldiers, 
and the aristocracy being exiled to Babylon. This is only the beginning of the exile.

R3: A second rebellion in 587, led by King Zedekiah, brings devastation by the hands of the 
Babylonians. Jerusalem is invaded and destroyed. The holy temple is Iooted and brought to 
ruins. This time the exile is expansive. Even a greater number of the people of Judah are 
enslaved. They struggle to survive in exile.

R2: Forgotten and homeless, the people mourn.
(Song: The Song of Lament)
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Narrative nº 7: before A Song of Hope: Rachel's Weeping
(Jer. 31:15-20) Time: 1 minute

R3: Near the grave of Rachel, just north of Jerusalem, Judah gathers to begin the journey 
into exile. As the people of Judah pass by her grave, they hear Rachel weeping over her 
children.

R1: Yet, even amidst the grief, the Lord brings word of hope and restoration to the nation. 
There will be a homecoming. Thus says the Lord,

R2: I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest 
parts of the earth,

R1: Among them the blind and the Iame, those with child and those in labor,

All: together; a great company, they shall return here. (31:7b-8)

(Song: A Song o/Hope: Rachel's Weeping)

52



&

&

?

b

b

b

86

86

86

..

..

..

Piano

’ ’

Œ . Œ .

œ œ œ œ œ œn
.
.

˙
˙

Dm9

ad libitum

’ ’

Œ jœ œ œ œn

..˙̇

.

.
˙
˙

f

jœ œ œ jœ
1. A
2. Ra

voice
chel

is
is

....
˙̇˙˙

..˙̇

.

.
˙
˙

ad libitum

espress.

.œ œ œ œ
heard
weep

in Ra

....˙̇˙˙

..˙̇

.

.
˙
˙

Gm6

-
- -

&

&

?

b

b

b
Pno.

5

.˙
mah.
ing

5

....
˙̇˙˙

.

.
˙
˙

Dm9

Œ . ‰ œ œ
La
for

men
her

....˙̇˙˙

.

.
˙
˙

Gm6

jœ œ .œ
ta

child
tion,
ren,

....
˙̇˙˙

.

.
˙
˙

Dm9

Œ . ‰ œU œ
la
for

men
her

....˙̇˙˙
U

.

.
˙
˙

Gm

- - - -
-

~~~ ~~~

&

&

?

b

b

b
Pno.

9 jœ œ œ
U

j
œ

ta
child

tion,
ren

and
she's

9

....
˙̇˙˙

U

.

.
˙
˙

U

Dm9

subito p .˙

weep
weep

...
˙˙˙

...˙̇
˙

Gm7(9)

.œ œ jœ

....˙˙˙̇#

...˙̇̇#

A7( b9)

.˙

ing.
ing.

...˙˙˙

.

.
˙
˙

D4

-
- - - - -

~~~
~~~

~~~
~~~

~~~
~~~

~~~
~~~

- - - -

7. A Song of Hope: Rachel's Weeping

Music & Harm. Osvaldo D. Vena

Music by Osvaldo D. Vena, Copyright 1999 © Nander Novaes Editions, 2016

Score

Vocal Arr.: Tércio B. Junker

(Jeremiah 31:15-20)

Piano Arr. and Score Edition: Nander Novaes
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Narrative nº 8: before Jeremiah's Letter to the Exiles
(Jer 29:1-7) Time: 1 and 1/2 minutes

R2: False prophets tell the exiles that their return to Judah is imminent. Jeremiah warns:

R1-3: Do not listen to them. They do not speak for God.

R1: Jeremiah writes these astonishing words of the Lord to the exiles:

R3: Only when Babylon's seventy years are completed will I visit you, and I will fulfill to 
you my promise and bring you back to this place.

R2: For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not 
for harm, to give you a future with hope.

R1: When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your heart,

R2: I will restore your fortunes and gather you from all the nations and all the places where 
I have driven you, says the Lord,

R3-1: and I will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile. (29:10-14)

R2:Thus says the Lord,

R1-3: I will make a new covenant with the house of lsrael and the house of Judah. I will put 
my Iaw within them, and I will write it on their hearts;

ALL: and I will be their God, and they shall be my people, for I will forgive their iniquity, 
and remember their sin no more. (31:31, 33, 34b)

R3: The exiled people of Judah are to wait and make peace in their strange Iand.

R2: The day will come when the Lord will make a new covenant upon their hearts.

(Song: Jeremiah's Letter to the Exiles.)

NB: NO NARRATIVE NEEDED TO TRANSITION TO THE REPRISE AT THE END.
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Music by Osvaldo D. Vena, Copyright 1999 © Nander Novaes Editions, 2016
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Vocal Arr.: Tércio B. Junker

(Jeremiah 29:1-7)
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